
Pipe shapes and families 

The most common organ stops and pipe shapes are shown below: 

 

 

 

 



 

This photo shows the different 
shapes of pipe you are most 
likely to find in an organ. 

Wooden pipes are used to make 
sweet, softer sounds. If the 
pipe is fat, it makes a mellow 
sound compared with a thinner 
pipe which tends to be brighter. 

The wooden pipes with a stopper 
in the end make a note which is 
an octave lower than normal. 
This helps to save space, since 
the pipes only need to be half 
the normal length. 

Metal pipes tend to make louder sounds. The thinner they are then the brighter they sound. 
The fatter pipes have a bolder tone. 

Some pipes do not have a mouth for making the sound. Instead they have a metal reed 
hidden inside the foot of the pipe. As the air makes the reed to vibrate, the pipe makes a 
very strong sound which sometimes can be very loud indeed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 


